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CLUB RAFFLE

The Fort Hill Rifle and Pistol Club (FHRPC) annual raffle is underway.  First prize is a Remington model 700 BDL DBM in any standard caliber, or $500.  Second and third prizes are $200 and $100, respectively.  The raffle drawing will be held on Sunday, November 24, at 1430 (that’s 2:30 PM for you civilians) on the Morningside Drive rifle range. This is the only fundraiser sponsored by the FHRPC.

Hopefully, you have received 12 raffle tickets.  The selling price is $1 each, or 6 for $5.  Please forward your ticket stubs and money to Tom Malony at 45 Maple Street, Ridgeley, West Virginia, 26753.  If you need more raffle tickets, feel free to call Tom at 304-726-4030.

The FHRPC thanks you for your continued support. 

SIGHT-IN DAYS

The annual Sight-In Days have been scheduled for three weekends in late November.  The FHRPC offers this annual event as a community service to assist local deer hunters in zeroing their rifle sights.  We believe this is the 46th consecutive year that the FHRPC has sponsored this event.  The sight-in period lasts from 1000 to 1600 (10 AM to 4 PM) each day, with club sharpshooters available to coach, spot and adjust sights.  If you are interested in working at Sight-In Days, please call Ken Fuller at 301-724-5254.  Breakfast and lunch will be supplied to club members working at the event.  The Sight-In Days schedule is summarized in the following table.

Day
Date
Time

Sunday
November 17, 2002
10 AM to 4 PM

Saturday
November 23, 2002
10 AM to 4 PM

Sunday
November 24, 2002
10 AM to 4 PM

Sunday
December 1, 2002
10 AM to 4 PM

SWAP MEET

A swap meet is planned to run in parallel with Sight-In Days.  The swap meet will be held on the three Sundays of Sight-In Days and will likely take place on the Morningside Drive pistol range from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Any shooting, hunting or fishing gear is welcome at the swap meet.

The success of this adventure is dependent on your participation.  If you have any equipment that you would like to convert into cash or swap for other stuff, or if you are looking for a bargain, feel free to attend.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call John Dowell at 301-724-5866.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Membership applications are available at the Morningside Drive rifle range clubhouse.  An envelope containing membership applications is stapled to the bulletin board on the east wall.

The membership application contains a section for two members-in-good-standing to sign for the applicant.  This is your club’s check valve to insure that we get members of good character and integrity.  Since your officers rarely know all of the applicants, they rely on your signature as a voucher for the applicant’s character and integrity.  Ask yourself a simple question before signing a membership application, “Would I like to have thus guy for a neighbor?”  Member sponsors are responsible for recovering FHRPC property from individuals who have elected to discontinue their memberships. 

We now have 31 names on the membership waiting list.  Folks now applying for membership should plan for two years on the waiting list.  New memberships become available as members drop out, move on to the next life or transition into the life membership category.  You become a life member after maintaining your regular membership for a continuous period of 25 years.  Life members do not pay dues.  

The FHRPC has 377 members.  The membership includes 55 life members, 23 uniformed police officers and regular military personnel, and 299 regular members.  The FHRPC membership is limited to 300 regular members.

FHRPC CLASS OF 2002

Twenty-eight new members joined the FHRPC in September.  The new members are listed in the following table.  Please offer your assistance if you observe any member, new or old, struggling with range procedures.  Help them do the right thing and shoot safely.

1
George W. Bangert
15
Ronald Y. Lohr III

2
Travis W. Broll
16
James H. Marker

3
Gary L. Brown
17
John S. McKenney

4
Jerry C. Chambers
18
M. Kirk McTaggart

5
Lawrence R. Cosner
19
Timothy A. Miller

6
Charles D. Dicken Sr.
20
Frank J. Palumbo

7
Edward J. Gaglio
21
Thaddeus J. Rude

8
David B. Haller
22
John W. Sagal

9
Fred H. Harshberger Jr.
23
Paul E. Schell

10
Robert K. Huff
24
Kenneth A. Stevens Jr.

11
John P. Irving
25
Brandon C. Trenter

12
Todd R. Jones
26
O. Robert Twigg

13
Charles E. Knippenburg
27
Daniel A. Wakefoose

14
Gary W. Lillard
28
Robert F. Wotring Jr.

CLUB OFFICERS

FHRPC officers for the year 2002 are (1) President, Tom Malony, 304-726-4030, (2) Vice-President, Wayne Belloff, 301-722-6859, (3) Treasurer, John Dowell, 301-724-5866, (4) Executive Officer, Frank Snyder, 301-777-1298, (5) Executive Officer, Bill Lewis, 301-777-8180, and (6) Secretary, Marty Harsh, 301-759-2877.

The club officers welcome your feedback.  If you have any suggestions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact any of your club officers.

DETER IS SILHOUETTE LEAGUE TOP GUN

The smallbore silhouette rifle league ended the 2002 season with a rained out match on September 26, 2002.  Many competitors turned out in spite of the rain to enjoy the last barbeque and the rifle lottery.

Twenty-four competitors supported the FHRPC silhouette league. Ron Deter finished in first place, delivering 250 hits with 320 shots fired for record, for an overall match average of 31.25.  Bill Lewis finished in second place with a 24.25 overall match average.  Tom Morgan rounded out the top three shooters with an overall match average of 23.55.

League participation was good in 2002, with a 20% increase in the number of competitors and a 61% increase in the total number of rounds fired for record.  The number of competitors increased to 24, up from 20 in 2001.  The total number of rounds fired for record increased significantly with 6280 rounds fired in the year-2002 season and 3880 rounds fired in the year-2001 season. 

League competitors enjoyed the month-end barbeques throughout the season. Italian sausages made with deer meat donated by Mike Carney were served at the last match. The competitors honored top-gun Ron Deter at the last barbeque and allowed him to serve as cook.

Three 22-caliber Mossberg model 44US rifles were awarded by random lottery to competitors who had fired in five or more league matches throughout the year.  Jared Steward pulled the winning tickets during the September 26 barbeque.  Xan Miltenberger, John Dowell and Frank Snyder won the rifles.

Thanks to all competitors who supported the league.  We had a great time.  We hope all of our regular shooters return next year.  The barbeques will continue, and we are planning another rifle lottery.  New shooters are always welcome.

DOWELL WINS PISTOL LEAGUE 1800-POINT MATCH

The FHRPC pistol league ended the 2002 season with an 1800-point match on September 28 and 29.  John Dowell fired the high score, posting 1688 points with an X-count of 60.  Second and third place honors went to Jack Snyder and Tom Langley with scores of 1668-33X and 1645-42X, respectively.  Twenty competitors participated in the two-day event.

The 1800-point match is the aggregate of two 900-point matches.  The first 900-point match is fired with a 22-caliber rimfire handgun.  The second 900-point match is fired with a centerfire handgun.  Most competitors use match tuned, model 1911, 45ACP handguns for the centerfire match.

A 900-point match consists of slow fire, timed fire and rapid fire strings arranged in a four-phase match.  The first phase of each match is two strings of ten shots fired for record in a ten-minute time limit per string and a 50-yard range.  The second phase is the National Match course consisting of one string of ten shots in a ten-minute time limit at a 50-yard range, two strings of five shots in a twenty-second time limit per string at a 25-yard range, and two strings of five shots in a ten-second time limit per string at a 25-yard range.  The third phase is four strings of five shots fired in a twenty-second time limit per string at a 25-yard range.  The fourth, and final phase is four strings of five shots fired in ten-second time limit per string at a 25-yard range.  Thus, there are 200 points possible in the first phase, 300 points possible in the second phase and 200 points possible in each of the third and fourth phases for a match aggregate of 900 points.  Again, two matches are fired, the first with a 22-caliber rimfire handgun and the second with a centerfire handgun yielding a total aggregate of 1800 points.

The pistol league is always looking for new competitors.  If you are interested in bullseye pistol competition, please feel free to call Frank Snyder at 301-777-1298 for an introduction into competitive pistol shooting.    

BRANTNER WINS GOLD IN HIGHPOWER LEG MATCH

(by Dave Thompson)

The FHRPC highpower league ended its 2002 summer season with a Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP, formerly known as DCM, or Director of Civilian Marksmanship) sanctioned Excellence-In-Competition (EIC or “LEG”) match on September 29, 2002.  Attendance at the match was 26 shooters, the largest field ever to participate in a highpower match at Warrior Mountain.  The 26 competitors jockeyed for position to win coveted CMP match metals (gold and silver) and EIC points (ten- and eight-point awards) applicable toward winning the Distinguished Rifle Badge.

The competitors fired the National Match course identical to that fired at the National Matches at Camp Perry, Ohio.  The course of fire consisted of the following stages:

· 10 shots fired unsupported in the standing position at a 6-inch diameter 10-ring from 200 yards in a 10-minute time limit,

· 10 shots (from 2 magazines) fired sling supported in the standing-to-sitting position at a 6-inch diameter 10-ring from 200 yards in a 60-second time limit,

· 10 shots (from 2 magazines) fired sling supported in the standing-to-prone position at a 6-inch diameter 10-ring from 300 yards in a 70-second time limit and

· 20 shots fired sling supported in the prone position at a 10-inch diameter 10-ring from 600 yards in a 20-minute time limit.

The match was restricted to rifles meeting the CMP requirements for a service rifle, National Match grades of the M1, M14 or M16 rifles (or commercial equivalents).  These requirements force the rifles to appear externally as the as-issued service rifles, but internal improvements such as glass bedding, reduced trigger pull and a heavyweight barrel are allowed.  Sights are the rudimentary military peep-style rear sight and post-style front sight.  Slings must be the military web style or the M1907 leather sling.

The winner of the match was the FHRPC’s own Dave Brantner of Keyser West Virginia.  Brantner shot a 483-13X score out of a possible 500-50X aggregate and won the CMP gold medal for the match.  35 of the 50 total shots fired by Brantner were within the 10 rings described above.   Brantner used an M1A rifle (commercial equivalent to the M14) that he match tuned.  This shows that Brantner is not only a very accomplished rifleman, but an accomplished service rifle gunsmith as well.  It is great to see one of our own club members perform so admirably in this nationally recognized match.

Second place went to Steve Maurer of Manchester, Maryland.  Maurer shot a score of 481-12X and will receive the match’s silver medal.  Additionally, Maurer was the highest scoring non-distinguished competitor and as such will receive the ten-point EIC award and a bronze CMP marksmanship badge.

Third place went to Rodney Jenkins of Martinsburg, West Virginia.  Jenkins shot a 479-14X and won the eight-point EIC award.  This is Jenkins’ second eight-point award and as such puts him over the ten-point threshold for the bronze CMP marksmanship badge.

Overall, this match brought out the best shooting from the competitor field, with nearly everyone shooting at or above their normal levels.  This is an unusual event in such a high-pressure match, and just goes to show that the frequency of our highpower matches is improving overall performance of our league shooters.  In fact, the cut-off for the EIC point awards in this match exceeded that reached at the National Matches this year, which goes to show the caliber of shooting done by this match field!

The 2002 highpower summer league was a blast, with many high points and great participation.  As in past years there will be a few special events throughout the winter.  A schedule will be forthcoming on these events (see bulletin boards at the ranges).  As always, anyone willing to give highpower competition a try is welcome to join us at any of our festivities.  Interested individuals should call Dave Thompson at 304-788-1346 for match schedules, directions to the range or any other information.

MULLIGAN BRINGS WEST VIRGINIA TROPHY HOME

Terry Mulligan won first place honors in the 25th Annual West Virginia Muzzle Loaders Association championship held in Clarksburg on August 3 and 4.  Mulligan is the top West Virginia shooter in the offhand championship.  The offhand match consists of five shots at 25 yards, ten shots at 50 yards and five shots at 100 yards for a maximum possible score of 200-20X.  Mulligan’s score of  181-2X  topped the field of nearly 100 competitors.

Mulligan’s accomplishments with blackpowder rifle and pistol are indeed impressive in the 2002 season.  Mulligan finished in second place in the pistol offhand championship at the West Virginia State match.  In June, he finished in first place in the pistol aggregate and second place in the rifle aggregate at the West Virginia Territorial match held in Elkins.  In July, he also finished in first place in the rifle aggregate at the Pennsylvania Territorial match posting a score of 181-2X out of a possible 200. 

MARKS AND MULLIGAN ON STATE CHAMPION TEAM

FHRPC members Wes Marks and Terry Mulligan were on the first-place team at the 25th Annual West Virginia Muzzle Loaders Association Championship.  The winning team consisted of Wes Marks, Terry Mulligan, Steve McKenzie, Joe Esque and Robert Grapes.  Each team member shoots five shots offhand at 50 yards, five shots from the bench at 50 yards, five shots from the bench at 100 yards and five shots offhand at 100 yards.  Marks fired the team high score posting 221 points.  Esque, Grapes, Muligan and McKenzie fired scores of 216, 214, 208 and 194, respectively, to fill out the team high score of 1053 points.  This is the second year that these men have formed the winning team at the West Virginia Championship.

LANGLEY WINS BIG IN ACTION PISTOL

FHRPC member Tom Langley won the stock gun class of the Masters Tournament held in Barry, Illinois, on August 8, 9 and 10.  Approximately 100 competitors participated in this three-gun handgun match, including well-known handgunners like Doug Koenig and Bruce Piatt.

The Masters Tournament is an international shooting competition in its 17th year. The tournament is hosted by the Pike Adams Sportsmen’s Association and is sponsored by numerous manufacturers of handguns and related shooting equipment.  The tournament consists of three events.

The first is the handgun action event.  This event consists of three separate stages with five steel targets on each stage.  The targets vary in size, shape and distance.  Each of the three stages are shot three times for a total of 45 targets.  This event uses centerfire pistols that have a minimum caliber of 32 and a minimum USPSA powerfactor of 125.  Both revolvers and pistol can be used.

The second event is the handgun long-range event.  This event consists of three stages with five steel plates on each stage set at different heights and different distances out to 200 meters. Each stage is shot from different positions (standing and freestyle). This event uses any pistol or revolver with a barrel length less than 15 inches. Ammunition must be no less than 6mm. 

The third event is handgun precision event. This event consists of 22-caliber rimfire pistol or revolvers against olympic biathlon style targets from 25 to 50 meters. The targets are engaged in three stages with targets set at different distances.

Langley scored 40 seconds in the action event, 28 in the long-range event and 21 in the precision event to best the field.  Langley fired a stock Colt government model handgun chambered for 38 Super in the action event, a Remington XP100 chambered for 7MMBR in the long-range event and a Browning Buckmark in the precision event.

If you are interested in action pistol, feel free to call Tom at 301-689-6869. 

CLUB HOUSE GETS PAINT JOB

Early in September a number of members turned out to apply a coat of paint to the inside of Morningside Drive club house.  Seven gallons of sealer and paint were applied to the old cinder block walls.  Some new electrical outlets were added as well.  Our thanks and appreciation go to Ken Fuller for the surface preparation, John Dowell and Frank Snyder for the paint, and Chris Bennett for the electrical work.

ALLEGANY FRIENDS OF NRA BANQUET

The Allegany Friends of NRA have scheduled their 2002 banquet for November 16 at the Ali Ghan Shrine Club just east of Cumberland.  Banquet tickets are $30 and may be ordered by calling Bryan Walkup at 301-689-3830.  The NRA gun of the year to be auctioned is a Browning model 1885 high wall chambered for the venerable 45-70 government cartridge.  A banquet flyer with more description and a mail-in ticket form is included near the end of our newsletter. 

We hope to see many of you there.

FHRPC HOLDS SPECIAL MEETING

On Sunday, October 20, the FHRPC held a special meeting at the Career Center for Technical Education just south of Cumberland.  The topic of discussion was Maryland legislation affecting gun owners.  Featured speakers at the special meeting included Vic Merkel, a member of Maryland’s Handgun Roster Board, and Kevin Kelly, district 1B delegate to the Maryland House of Delegates.  Merkel and Kelly are both FHRPC members.  Jim Purtillo, gun rights activist and author of Trip Wire, a gun rights newsletter circulated widely within Maryland, also spoke to the crowd.  All speakers addressed regulations resulting from Maryland’s Gun Safety Act of 2000.  On January 1, 2002, the Gun Safety Act of 2000 required all Marylanders to be certified before purchasing a regulated firearm.  On January 1, 2003, the Gun Safety Act of 2000 will require all newly manufactured handguns sold in Maryland to be fitted with an integral safety lock. 

Merkel reported on activities within the Handgun Roster Board.  He specifically addressed the Board’s difficulties with defining the integral safety lock required of all newly manufactured handguns sold within Maryland on or after January 1, 2003.  Only two or three handgun manufacturers (out of approximately 200 licensed manufacturers within the United States) currently have an integral safety lock judged adequate by the Handgun Roster Board.  Merkel has been successful in lobbying with the Handgun Roster Board and the Superintendent of the Maryland State Police, Colonel David Mitchell, for approval of two aftermarket products that will serve as integral safety devices.  Merkel had the approved products at the meeting for our review.  For those relatively new members within our ranks, Vic Merkel is a FHRPC life member.  He served as secretary of the FHRPC for fifteen years.  He continues to serve us well on the Handgun Roster Board.

Kelly also addressed Operation Cease Fire in addition to the Gun Safety Act of 2000.  Maryland’s attorney general, Joe Curran, has made a rather liberal interpretation of a federal law restricting felons’ access to guns.  If you, as a Maryland resident, have ever been convicted of a crime that is punishable by a year or more in jail, you will lose your right to own a firearm within the Free State.  There were several examples of men who had been convicted of relatively minor charges in years past and had recently lost their firearms.   The examples cited involved men who had paid fines of $100 or $200 years ago and had not served one minute in jail.  Kelly is a lawyer and serves on the House Judiciary Committee.  He has always fought for our gun rights.  In 1993, he received the Defender of Freedom award from the Maryland State Rifle and Pistol Association.    At the request of Tom Malony, FHRPC president, Kelly circulated information obtained from the Maryland Attorney General’s office describing the correct method for transporting a firearm in your vehicle within the Free State.  A copy of this information has been appended to the end of this newsletter.

Purtillo spoke of Cease Fire, the Gun Safety Act of 2000 and Operation TAG.  TAG is an acronym for Take Away Guns.  If you are caught with a firearm in your vehicle in the crime-ridden counties to our east, chances are you will lose it.  And it will be difficult to recover it.  Read the Attorney General’s description of the method for transporting a firearm and follow it to the letter.

About sixty FHRPC members attended the special meeting.

BIG BUCK PICTURES

We will feature pictures of you and your trophy deer in the next FHRPC newsletter.  Call Marty Harsh at 301-759-2877 after you bag a buck.  He will pay you a visit and take a picture of you and your beast.  Or, if you want to take your own picture, forward a copy to one of the FHRPC officers.  The best of these pictures will be featured in our next newsletter.  We are especially interested in pictures of juniors with their trophies.

FHRPC BASEBALL HATS

The FHRPC has available baseball hats with the club logo.  Several styles are available.  The cost is $5 per hat.  Call Marty Harsh at 301-759-2877 if you are interested.

MANY THANKS TO THE VOLUNTEERS

The FHRPC is a volunteer organization.  There are no paid officers or employees.  Volunteers have made everything we enjoy within the club possible.  The FHRPC would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have contributed time in 2002.  Time is our most precious resource.  Indeed as we get older, most of us realize that time is much more valuable than money.  Your donations of time are recognized and appreciated.

This is the last newsletter before the Thanksgiving and Christmas season.  The FHRPC would like to wish you all good hunting and a happy holiday season.  Don’t forget those ten commandments of firearm safety.  Keep that muzzle pointed in a safe direction.  Don’t put your finger on the trigger until ready to shoot.  Know where that bullet will stop…

TEN COMMANDMENTS OF FIREARM SAFETY

· Always keep the muzzle of your firearm pointed in a safe direction.

· Always keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot.

· Always keep the action open and firearm unloaded until ready to use.

· Know your target and what is beyond.

· Be sure the firearm is safe to operate.

· Know how to use the gun safely.

· Use only the correct ammunition for your gun.

· Wear eye and ear protection.

· Never use alcohol or drugs before or while shooting.

· Store your firearms so they are not accessible to unauthorized persons. 

 WANTED TO BUY, SELL OR TRADE

This section of the FHRPC newsletter is reserved for membership advertising.  You can advertise your surplus sporting gear for sale (WTS, want to sell) or trade (WTT, want to trade).  Likewise, if you are looking for something to buy (WTB, want to buy), you can advertise here.  Sporting gear can be any type of shooting, archery, hunting, fishing, or camping equipment.  Examples include firearms, ammo, reloading equipment and components, scopes, bows, boots, portable tree stands, and tents.  Forward your advertisements to Marty Harsh at 313 Sunset Drive, LaVale, Maryland, 21502, for the next newsletter. 

(1) WTS, Remington model 541-T heavy barrel, 22 rimfire, glass bedded, barrel free floated, trigger job, with scope rings & bases, like new, $400, Mike Carney, 301-777-0997.

(2) WTS, handmade hunting knives, made to order, some in stock, call for prices, Mike Carney, 301-777-0997.

(3) WTS, Nosler 30-cal bullets, 125-grain boat tail, $5 per box of 50, have 5 boxes, John Dowell, 301-724-5866.

(4) WTS, Hodgdon #27 Reloading Manual, new, still in wrapper, $10, John Dowell, 301-724-5866.

(5) WTS, Speer, 243-cal (6 mm) bullets, 105-grain Spitzer, $8 per box of 100, have 2 boxes, John Dowell, 301-724-5866.

(6) WTS, Master Lock trigger locks, $5 each, John Dowell, 301-724-5866.

(7) WTS, Bagmaster 8-mag pouch, new, $10, John Dowell, 301-724-5866.

(8) WTS, new plastic cartridge boxes with hinged lid, 223 size, distributed by Midway, 50 cents each, John Dowell, 301-724-5866.

(9) WTS, USGI 30-cal bullets, 174-grain FMJBT used in M72 match and M118 special ball, new, not pulled, in 100-count USGI boxes, $12 per 100, $55 per 500, Marty Harsh, 301-759-2877.

(10) WTS, 30-cal bullets, 180-grain Sierra Matchkings, $15 per 100, Marty Harsh, 301-759-2877.

(11) WTS, Remington model 540X, 22 rimfire, single shot, excellent condition, Redfield International rear sight with Merit adjustable aperture, Redfield International front sight, Freeland hand stop, adjustable butt stock, $500, Marty Harsh, 301-759-2877.

(12) WTS, Remington model 540X, 22 rimfire, single shot, good condition, Redfield iron sights front & rear, adjustable butt stock, $250, Marty Harsh, 301-759-2877.

(13) WTS, Savage, M110, left hand, 7MM MAG, like new, with 3-9X scope, $370, Darrel Bailey, 301-777-0551.

(14) WTS, Leupold 12X scope, duplex cross hairs, like new, $275, Ken Fuller, 301-724-5254.

(15) WTS, Leupold compact 2.5X scope, like new, $175, Ken Fuller, 301-724-5254.

(16) WTS, 38SPL, 9MM & 40S&W brass, mixed lot, once fired, approximately 10,000 pieces, two 5-gallon buckets, $150, Ken Fuller, 301-724-5254.

(17) WTS, old brass, cases & ammo, 3 boxes 243-6MM Winchester, 3 boxes 22-cal rimfires Peters, box of 25 12-gauge Peters shotshells, call for price, Ken Fuller, 301-724-5254.

(18) WTS, Colt, AR15, HBAR, compensator, five 30-round mags, 250 rounds American Eagle M193 ammo, $1000, will consider trade, Jim Sherman, 304-738-9443, after 4 PM.

(19) WTS, Smith & Wesson model 29, 44 MAG, 4-inch barrel, $425, will consider trade, Jim Sherman, 304-738-9443, after 4 PM. 

(20) WTS, Browning A-Bolt, 338 WIN MAG, $550, Bob Beck, 301-724-7838.

(21) WTS, Enfield, No. 4, MK I*, 303 British, used, good condition, in cosmoline, $125, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(22) WTS, Weatherby Vanguard, 7MM MAG, new in box, $450, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(23) WTS, Gracey power case trimmer, 223 cal, new, never used, $225, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129. 

(24) WTS, AA2230 gunpowder, 8 lb, $100, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(25) WTS, USGI surplus ball powder, ideal for medium sized rifle cartridges like 30-06, 8 lb, $100, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(26) WTS, 45ACP brass, Remington, primed, new, never fired, $125 per 1000 pieces, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.  

(27) WTS, 223 USGI brass, once fired, resized, trimmed, primer crimp removed, ready to reload, 3500 pcs in 5-gal bucket, $175, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(28) WTS, 30-06 brass, Lake City, new, 1000 pieces, $100, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(29) WTS, Mega Ears, made by Bonner-Tech, 2 pairs, new, $150 each, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(30) WTS, Ransom Rest, with windage base and grips for model 1911 45ACP, new, never used, $500, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(31) WTS, Simmons model 51105 Red Dot sights, very good for 22-cal pistols, rifle & shotgun, new, never used, have 4 sets, $35, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(32) WTS, Marlin Glenfield model 30A rifle, caliber 30-30, with 4X scope, fired less than 40 rounds, $325, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(33) WTS, Remington model 700ADL, 7MM MAG, with scope, fired less than 20 rounds, $325, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129. 

(34) WTS, Savage model 110, 223 Remington, includes 3-9X scope with bullet drop compensator, fired less than 20 rounds, $375, Vic Merkel, 301-777-1129.

(35) WTS, American Rifleman Mags, 1957 to present, in binders, $75 or best offer, Jim Gift, 301-359-3639.

(36) WTS, 300 Weatherby Mag brass, new, unfired, 28 pcs, $7, Jim Gift, 301-359-3639.

(37) WTS, 338 cal, 250-gr Lapua, 225-gr other pulled bullets, 48 pcs, $6, Jim Gift, 301-359-3639.

(38) WTS, 30 cal, 150-gr and 170-gr silver-tip bullets, 43 pcs, $3, Jim Gift, 301-359-3639.

(39) WTS, Lyman resizing press in resizing dies, 8X57mm, 38-55, 308WIN, 30-06, $3 each, Jim Gift, 301-359-3639.

(40) WTS, L. E. Wilson press in die for 250-3000 SAV, $5, Jim Gift, 301-359-3639.

(41) WTS, full-length die for 38-55, $5, Jim Gift, 301-359-3639.

(42) WTS, 1996 Swedish Mauser bolt and assorted parts, call for price, Bill Murphy, 301-334-8550. 

(43) WTB, IMR 1-pound powder cans, empty, $1 each, Marty Harsh, 301-759-2877.

(44) WTB, 12-gauge shotgun shell reloader, Roger Winebrenner, 301-689-6426.

(45) WTB, Smith&Wesson, model 686, Tom Langley, 301-689-6869.

PLACES TO SHOOT

This section of the FHRPC newsletter is reserved for information describing shooting matches outside the FHRPC and in the not-to-distant surroundings. If you know of other places holding shooting matches that might be of interest to the FHRPC membership, forward the information to Marty Harsh at 313 Sunset Drive, LaVale, Maryland, 21502, for the next newsletter. 

Bench Rest

(1) Casselman Valley Sportsmen, Grantsville, MD, Nov 2, Nov 16, Nov 23, start at 1 PM, varmint barrel with no limit on scope, factory rifle with sporter barrel and 12X scope limit, Fred Kreiger, 301-729-1261.

Blackpowder

(1) Maysville, WV, first Sunday of each month, $10 per match, start at 1 PM, Terry Mulligan at 304-738-3219.

Running Deer

(1) Casselman Valley Sportsmen, Grantsville, MD, Nov 9, Dec 14, start at 1 PM, Terry Mulligan, 304-738-3219.

Smallbore Silhouette Rifle

Sporting Clays

(1) Everett Sportsmen’s Club, P. O. Box 312, Everett, PA, 15537, Nov 3, 50-bird rounds, shooting from 10 AM to 3:30 PM, food & ammo available, call 814-652-6464 for more info.  

Trap

(1) Lonaconing Trap Club, Tuesday & Thursday evenings starting at 4 PM, Saturday mornings starting at 10 AM, call Gary Dawson, 301-724-6351, for more info.
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October 18, 2002

The Honorasle Kevin Kelly
201 Washington Street
Cumberland, Maryland 21502

Dear Delegate Kelly:

You have asked for advice concerning the laws governing the transportation of a firearm in
avehicle, and alsa the storage of firearms in aresidence. A discussion of those laws appears below,

Criminal Law Article § 4-203(a)(1)(ii) provides that “[e]xcept as permitted in subsection (b)”
a person may not “wear, carry or transport 2 handgun, whether concealed or open, in a vehicle
traveling on aroad or parking lot generally used by the public, highway, waterway, or airway of the
State.” Subsection (b) then sets out the exceptions to this rule, which allow such wearing, carrying
and transportation by persons with permits issued pursuant to Aztiole 27, § 36E, Annotated Code of
Maryland, and by certain law enforcement officers. Subsection (b) further authorizes:

(3) the carrying of a handgun on the person or in a vehicle while the person
is transporting the handgur to or from the place of legal purchase or sale, or to or
from a bona fide repair shop, or between bona fide residences of the person, or
between the bona fids residence and place of business of the person, if the business
is operated and owned substantially by the person;

(4)ithe wearing, carrying, or transporting by a person of a handgun used in
connection with an organized military activity, a target shoot, formal or informal
target practice, sport shooting event, hunting, 2 Department of Natural Resources-
sponsored firearms and hunter safety class, trapping, or a dog obedience training
class or show, while the person is engaged in, on the way to, or returning from that
activity.

(5) the moving by a bona fide gun collector of part or all of the collector’s
gun collection from place to place for public or private exhibition if each handgun
is unloaded and carried in an enclosed case or an enclosed holster.'

! The subsection also permits wearing, carrying and transporting of 2 handgun on a person’s own residentiel
or business property, the wearing, carrying and transporting or a handgun by a supervisory employee on business

prenusss, and the camrying or transporticg of signal pistols. Criminel Law Article, § 4-203(b)(6) through (8).
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The Revisor’s Note to § 4-203 reflects that the “section is new language derived without substantive
change from former Article 27, § 36B(b) and (c).” Section 36B(c)(3) of Article 27 provided:

Nothing in this section shall prevent any person from carrying a handgun on
his person or in any vehicle while transporting the same to or from the place of lagal
purchase or sale, or between bona fide residences of the individual, or between his
bona fide residence and his place of business, if the business is operated and
substantially owned by the individual, or to or from any bona fide repair shop.
Nothing in this section shall prevent any person from wearing, camrying, or
transporting a handgun used in connection with a target shoot, formal or informal
target practice, sport shooting event, hunting, a Department of Natural Resources
spensored firearms and hunter safety class, trapping, dog obedience training class or
show or any organized military activity while engaged in, on the way to, or returning
from any such activity. Nothing in this section shall prevent any bona fide gun
collector from moving any part or all of us gun collection from place to place for
public or private exhibition. However, while traveling to or from any such place or
event referred to in this paragraph, a handgun shall be unloaded and carried in an
enclosed case or enclosed holster. (Bmphasis added).

The source language clearly reflects that the requirement that a handgun be unloaded and carried in
an enclosed case or enclosed holster applies to all of the activities listed in that paragraph, and not
only to transportation by gun collectors, This reading is supported by the fact that the restrictive
language appeared in the original statute, Chapter 13, Laws of Maryland 1972, while the exception
for gun collectars was not added to the paragraph until the following year, Chapter 61, Laws of
Maryland 1973. Moreover, the only reported case interpreting the provision involved participation
ininformal target practice. Jordan v. State, 24 Md,App. 267,274, cert. denied, 274 Md. 729 (1375),

Because the Criminal Law code revision was a nonsubstantive one, it is my view that the
requirement that a handgun be unloaded and be carried in an enclosed case or enclosed holster
applies to transportation of a handgun to and from a place of purchase or sale or a repair shop,
between residences and between a residence and a place of business as permitted by Criminal Law
Article § 4-203(b)(3), to transportarion to and from all of the hunting and shooting activities listed
in § 4-203(b)(4) and to transportation by gun collectors under § 4-203(b)(5).

Thus, the law requires that any person transporting a handgun under these provisions have
it unloaded and in an enclosed case or an enclosed holster. The term “handgun” includes both a
short barreled shotgun and short barreled rifle, but not a shotgum, rifle or antique firearm. Crirninal
Law Atticle § 4-201. The term “enclosed case or enclosed holster” may not require a “customary
gun case or holster,” but “does require more than an unfastened sack.” Jordan v. State, 24 Md. App.
267, 274, cert. denied, 274 Md. 729 (1975). The term “enclosed holster” has been interpreted to
mean “a holster so designed &s to restrict in some way access to the handgun so that a fastening
device or closure has to be opencd, released, or removed before the weapon can be exposed or freed
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from the holster and made immediately avzilable foruse.” 57 Opinions of the Attorney Gengral 502,
507 (1972).

The only other law that [ have found governing the transportation of firearms in a vehicle is
Natural Resources Article § 10-410(c)(1), which provides:

A person may not shoot at any species of wildlifs from an avtomobile or
other vehicle or, except as provided in § 4-203(b) of th¢ Criminal Law Article and
Article 27, § 36E of the Code, possess in or on an automobile or other vehicle a
loaded handgun or shotgua, or a riflé containing any ammunition in the magazine or
chamber

In summary, law enforcement officers covered by Criminal Law Article § 4-203(b)(1) and
permit holders covered by § 4-203(b)(2) are not covered by any restrictions as to the manner in
which a handgun is carried. Otherwise, a person may not transport any loaded firsarm in a vehicle,
Ir addition, a person transporting a handgun for the purposes permitted in Crimizal Law Article §
4-203(b)(2) through (5) must carry that handgun in an enclosed case or an enclosed holster.

Youhave also asked about the responsibilities of 2 person who stores a firearm in their home.
The only provision I have found that bears on this issue is Criminal Law Article § 4-104, which
provides that & person “may not store or leave a loaded firearm in a location where the person knew
oz should have known that an unsupervised child would gain access to the firearm,” § 4-104(c). The
term “firsarm” is defined for purposes of this section as “a handgun, rifle, shotgun, short-barreled
rifle, or short-barreled shotgun, as those terms are defined in § 4-201 of this title, ar any other
firearm.”  § 4-104(a)(2). This section was originally enacted in 1992, Chapter 439; Law of
Maryland 1992, but has not generated any reported cases, Moreover, precisely what is required
would depend in part on the age, dexterity and athletic ability of the kaown children. Clearly,
keeping firsarms unloaded would comply. Otherwise, unless very young children are involved, it
may be necessary to keep firearms in a locked case, with the key kept away from any children. As
an altemnative, a person wishing to keep loaded firearms without locking them could seek to ensure
that any children that mighthave access to them have a certificate of firearm and hunter safety issued
under § 10 301.1 of the Natural Resources Article, and thus fall within the exception in § 4-
104(b)(4)." While this exception would not necessarily relieve a firearms owner of the need to lock
up loaded firearms at all times, it could reduce the amount of time that they must remain under lock
and key.

1 hope that this is responsive to your inquiry.

% Subsestion (b) also creates exceptions for access that is supervised by a person who is atleast 1§ years of age
and situations where the child’s access to the firearm was obtained as a result of an unlawful entry.
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